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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Bedford  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
District  for  the  year  1964. 

The  Report  is  based  on  those  items  which  the  Minister  requires  so  that  he  may 
correlate  them,  when  they  will  become  of  significance.  In  addition,  details  of  other 
facilities  available  in  the  District  have  been  added,  together  with  other  items  which  have 
been  included  as  a result  of  requests  made  in  previous  years.  In  retrospect,  little  informa- 
tion can  be  gained  from  some  of  these  inclusions  and  in  future  years  consideration  ought 
to  be  given  to  their  omission. 

I am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  active 
interest  you  have  shown  in  the  work  of  my  Department  during  the  year.  Of  my  colleagues, 
I must  pay  special  thanks  for  their  help  to  Mr.  Dewick  and  Mr.  Mills. 


July,  1965. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  R.  DARLOW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1964 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres 

Population — 

Census  for  1961 

Registrar  GeneraPs  estimate  of  home  population  mid-year  1964 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


112,590 

33,725 

36,500 

11,800 

£1,522,217 

£6,243 


2.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  consists  of  farmland  and  the  main  industry  is  agri- 
culture. 

The  biggest  single  industry  is  brick  making,  the  main  brickworks  being  at  Stewartby 
and  Kempston  Hardwick.  Smaller  industries,  where  the  number  employed  ranges  from 
a few  to  several  hundred  men,  are  scattered  throughout  the  District. 

There  is  no  unemployment  and  consequently  there  is  considerable  pressure  on 
housing  accommodation. 

Much  of  the  District  serves  as  a dormitory  area  for  neighbouring  towns. 
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3.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

374 

313 

687 

Illegitimate 

19 

16 

35 

Total 

393 

329 

722 

Crude  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  19-8  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  19-4  „ „ „ „ 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  district  being  0-98) 

As  compared  with: — 


Average  of  last  5 years  

19-3  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  ... 

21-9  „ 

55  55 

55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

18-4  „ 

55  55 

55 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

T"  otal  ...  ... 

5 

2 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate 

9-6  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years  

14-1  „ 

55  55 

55  55  55 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire  

13-2  „ 

55  55 

55  55  55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16-3  „ 

55  55 

55  55  55 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  District  

163 

105 

268 

Transferred  into  District  ... 

86 

63 

149 

Transferred  from  District 

47 

17 

64 

"T  otal  ...  ... 

202 

151 

353 

6 


Crude  Death  Rate 9-7  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  ...  ...  9-5  ,,  ,,  jj 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  0-98) 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years  10-2  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  ...  9-4  „ „ , „ 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  11-3  ,,  ,,  , 55 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

6 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

1 

8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

111  per 

1,000  related  births 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years 

...  19-7  „ 

35 

33  33 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

...  14-9  „ 

33 

33  33 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

...  200  „ 

33 

33  33 

Deaths  Connected  with  Childbirth 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years 

...  Nil  „ 

33 

33  33  33  33 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

0*69  ,, 

33 

33  33  33  33 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

...  0*25  ,, 

33 

33  33  33  33 

These  figures  as  they  stand  are  very  good,  but  in 

view  of  the  fact  that  the  totals 

involved  are  small,  care  must  be  taken 

in  assessing  them. 

The  fact  that  they  continue  to 

be  good  from  year  to  year  gives  far  greater  weight. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  During  1964 
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The  incidence  of  causes  of  death  follows  approximately  the  national  pattern  and 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  take  the  greatest  toll. 

When  one  considers  the  causes  with  prevention  in  mind,  there  seems  to  be  scope  for 
improvement  in  two  categories,  i.e.  cancer  of  the  lungs,  which  caused  16  deaths,  and 
deaths  by  accident  and  violence,  which  accounted  for  17  deaths. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease  during  Previous  Five  Years 


Disease 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

10 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

6 

4 

9 

1 

bronchus  ... 

10 

1 

8 

1 

14 

1 

12 

3 

9 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

— 

4 

— 

6 

— 

3 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

2 

4 

" 

3 

5 

3 

neoplasms 

12 

20 

18 

22 

21 

12 

26 

18 

21 

14 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

30 

17 

31 

15 

46 

27 

50 

31 

40 

15 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

4 

3 

5 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Other  heart  disease 

13 

26 

17 

9 

14 

15 

15 

24 

11 

17 

4.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTH  WEST  METROPOLITAN  REGIONAL 

HOSPITAL  BOARD 

General  Hospitals 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing,  Kempston  Road,  Bedford. 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Infectious  Disease  Hospital 

Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital,  Spittlesea,  Nr.  Luton,  Beds. 

Chest  Clinic  (For  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

Bedford  General  Hospital  (South  Wing) 

Tuesday  4.30  p.m.  to  7.30  p.m.  (Men  and  Women) 

Friday  2.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m.  (Men  and  Women) 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Luton. 

Monday-Friday  9.0  a.m.-7.30  p.m. 

Saturday  9.0  a.m.-12  noon 
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PROVIDED  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 


Bacteriological  Laboratory 

North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 


PROVIDED  BY  THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Ambulance  Service 

The  service  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  has  satisfactorily  met  the 
needs  of  the  area.  It  covers  the  full  twenty-four  hours,  and  is  free  of  charge. 

In  addition  to  moving  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting-case  car  transport  is 
available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other  means  to  and  from  Hospitals  and 
Clinics,  when  attendance  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  medical  treatment. 

Except  in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  the  request  for  an  ambulance  must  be  made  by 
a Medical  Practitioner  or  other  authorised  person.  This  should  be  to  the  nearest  depot. 

The  service  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals  of  patients  suffering  from 
infectious  disease. 


Depots  are  situated  as  follows: — 
BEDFORD 

Bedford  Road,  Kempston 

AMPTHILL 

14  Dunstable  Street 

BIGGLESWADE 
Chestnut  Avenue 

DUNSTABLE 

High  Street  North 

LUTON 

Leicester  Road,  Luton 

LINSLADE 

Bucks.  County  Council, 

10  New  Road,  Linslade 


Telephone 
Bedford  59335 

Ampthill  3333 

Biggleswade  2295 

Dunstable  62761 

Luton  52600  and  51871 

Leighton  Buzzard  3332 


Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Service 

Administered  by  the  North  Eastern  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

The  following  is  a list  of  nurses  and  their  districts: — 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer— Health  Department, 

Phoenix  Chambers,  High  Street,  Bedford  ...  Miss  W.  Frost 
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Dean  and  Shelton,  Melchbourne  and  Yielden, 
Pertenhall,  Riseley,  Swineshead 

Clapham,  Milton  Ernest 

Carlton  and  Chellington,  Felmersham,  Harrold,  Odell 


Stewartby,  Wootton  (general  nursing)  . . . 


Bletsoe,  Knotting  and  Souldrop,  Podington,  Sharnbrook, 
Wymington  ... 

Great  Barford,  Little  Barford,  Ravensden,  Renhold, 
Roxton,  Wilden 

Kempston  Rural  (part)  Oakley,  Pavenham,  Stevington, 
Turvey 

Biddenham,  Bromham,  Stagsden 


Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe,  Colmworth,  Duloe,  Little 
Staughton,  Staploe,  Thurleigh,  Wyboston 

Stewartby,  Wootton  (midwifery) 


Cardington,  Cople,  Eastcotts,  Elstow,  Kempston  Rural 
(part)  Willington,  Wilstead  (midwifery  only) 

Cardington,  Cople,  Eastcotts,  Elstow,  Kempston  Rural 
(part)  Willington,  Wilstead  (general  nursing) 


Health  Visiting  Service 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor — Health  Department, 
Phoenix  Chambers,  High  Street,  Bedford 

Health  Visitors: — 

Bromham,  Carlton  and  Chellington,  Felmersham, 
Harrold,  Milton  Ernest,  Oakley,  Odell,  Pavenham, 
Stevington,  Turvey 

Cardington,  Cople,  Eastcotts,  Elstow,  Kempston  Hard- 
wick, Willington,  Wilstead,  Wootton  

Clapham,  Duloe,  Great  Barford,  Little  Barford,  Ravens- 
den, Renhold,  Roxton,  Staploe,  Wilden,  Wyboston 

Bletsoe,  Dean  and  Shelton,  Knotting  and  Souldrop, 
Melchbourne  and  Yielden,  Pertenhall,  Podington, 
Riseley,  Sharnbrook,  Swineshead,  Wymington 

Stewartby  


Mrs.  M.  I.  Baines 
Phone  Riseley  367 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Cooper 
Phone  Bedford  59485 

Mrs.  L.  Draper 
Phone  Harrold  265 

Mrs.  N.  M.  Goldthorpe 
Phone  Ampthill  2082 

Miss  A.  T.  Hall 
Phone  Sharnbrook  380 

Miss  K.  N.  Hart 
Phone  Great  Barford  279 

Mrs.  E.  Henshall 
Phone  Bromham  Green  535 

Mrs.  M.  Kirkup 

Phone  Bromham  Green  212 

Miss  E.  D.  Lord 
Phone  Colmworth  245 

Mrs.  V.  J.  Omojola 
Phone  Lower  Shelton  398 

Miss  F.  K.  Patton 
Phone  Kempston  2079 

Mrs.  G.  Stopps 
Phone  Kempston  3464 


Miss  E.  L.  Martin 


Miss  E.  J.  E.  Callander 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Calloway 
Miss  C.  M.  Chesterfield 


Miss  M.  Cockshoot 
Mrs.  B.  K.  Groom 
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Biddenham,  Kempston  Rural  (except  Kempston  Hard- 
wick) Stagsden  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Miss  J.  Hopkinson 

Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe,  Colmworth,  Little  Staughton, 

Thurleigh  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Miss  E.  D.  Lord 


Home  Help  Service 

Organiser — Mrs.  V.  M.  van  Berckelaer,  Health  Centre,  Union  Street,  Bedford. 

Phone  Bedford  2207 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

Bromham  ... 
Clapham  ... 
Cardington 
Eaton  Socon 

Harrold  

Ravensden  ... 

Riseley  

Sharnbrook 

Stevington 

Stewartby 

Thurleigh 

Turvey  

Wilstead  

Wootton  

Wymington 


Village  Hall,  Monday  afternoon  weekly 

Estate  Office,  Highbury  Grove,  Thursday  afternoon  weekly 

R.A.F.  Station,  Cardington,  Tuesday  afternoon  fortnightly 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Tuesday  afternoon  weekly 

The  Chapel,  Wednesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

Village  Hall,  Tuesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

Village  Hall,  Wednesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

Church  Hall,  Wednesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

Manor  Farm,  Wednesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

United  Churches  Hall,  Monday  afternoon  fortnightly 

Village  Hall,  Wednesday  afternoon  fortnightly 

Old  Schoolroom,  Wednesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

Village  Hall,  Tuesday  afternoon  every  four  weeks 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Wednesday  afternoon  fortmghtly 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Tuesday  afternoon  every  four 
weeks 


Village  Hall,  Wednesday  evening  fortnightly 

Estate  Office,  Highbury  Grove,  Wednesday  afternoon 
fortnightly 


Mothercraft  Clinics 

Bromham  . . . 
Clapham  . . . 

School  Clinics 

Health  Centre, 
Union  Street, 
Bedford 


Audiometry 
Child  Guidance 
Dental  (3  surgeries) 
Orthoptic 
Speech  therapy 


As  required 
6 Sessions  weekly 
Daily 

5 Sessions  weekly 
3 Sessions  weekly 
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5.  SCHOOLS 

Further  progress  has  been  made  with  improving  the  sanitation  in  school  buildings 
and  there  are  now  only  two  schools  (Ravensden  V.P.  and  Wilden  V.P.)  with  pail  closets. 

Work  is  due  to  commence  on  the  new  school  at  Colmworth  and  work  is  in  hand  for 
the  improvement  of  sanitation  at  Milton  Ernest  and  the  building  of  the  new  school  at 
Podington. 

School  Closures 

No  schools  were  closed  for  health  reasons  during  the  year. 

6.  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  North  Bedfordshire  and  Mid  Bedfordshire  Water  Boards  have  maintained 
adequate  supplies  of  wholesome  water  to  the  District,  a piped  mains  water  supply  being 
available  in  every  parish.  The  supply  from  North  Bedfordshire  Water  Board  does  not 
appeal  to  every  person’s  taste,  however,  and  a close  watch  is  kept  on  those  well  and  spring 
supplies  which  are  often  retained  because  of  this  reason.  Seven  such  sources  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year  and  where  the  supply  of  water  was  found  to  be  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory,  action  was  taken  to  ensure  that  a safe  water  supply  was  available. 

An  analysis  of  dwellings  with  (a)  piped  water  supply  or  (b)  a standpipe  within  easy 
access  of  the  dwelling,  is  given  below  for  the  parishes  where  this  information  is  available. 


Parish 

Number  of  Number  of 
Number  of  Houses  with  Houses  served 
Houses  piped  water  by  standpipes 

Number  of 
Houses  served 
by  other 

Bletsoe 

82 

74 

6 

supplies 

2 

Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe 

201 

178 

22 

1 

Colmworth 

117 

109 

5 

3 

C^ople  ...  ...  ... 

216 

202 

12 

2 

Eaton  Socon 

858 

807 

47 

4 

Knotting  and  Souldrop  ... 

83 

80 

2 

1 

Little  Staughton 

72 

67 

4 

1 

Milton  Ernest  

122 

107 

14 

1 

Pertenhall 

56 

56 

- - - 

Swineshead  

38 

36 

1 

1 

Turvey  

243 

219 

17 

7 

Wilden  

96 

81 

13 

2 

Willington  

163 

137 

21 

5 

Wilstead  

235 

213 

22 

Wootton  ...  

548 

529 

17 

2 

Chemical  Analysis  of 
North  Beds. 
Water  Board 

Appearance  Clear 

Water  Supplies 
Mid-Beds.  Mid-Beds. 
W ater  Board  Water  Board 
{Mepper shall)  (New  Spring) 

Clear  Clear 

Bucks. 

Water  Board 
(Birchmoor) 

Clear 

Colour 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

less  than  5 

Turbidity  

...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

less  than  1 

13 


Odour  ...  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

1 1 ...  ...  ...  ... 

in 

7-3 

7-2 

7-5 

Electric  Conductivity 

790 

370 

550 

— 

(Reciprocal  Megohms  per  cm.) 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  . . . 

62 

12 

19 

22 

Hardness:  Total 

365 

200 

300 

95 

Carbonate  Hardness  

175 

155 

225 

55 

Non-carbonate  Hardness 

190 

45 

75 

40 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

7-0 

0-0 

0-0 

4-16 

Ammonia  Nitrogen 

0-03 

0-00 

0-00 

trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0-13 

0-00 

0-00 

trace 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  

Absent 

less  than 

less  than 

Nil 

0-01 

001 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

7 

17 

30 

5 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°C 

570 

260 

380 

170 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

175 

155 

225" 

55 

Oxygen  Absorbed  

L4 

0-10 

010 

Nil 

Residual  Chlorine  

0-04 

0-08 

Absent 

Nil 

Metals — Iron  ...  

0-03 

Absent 

Absent 

Nil 

Zinc  ... 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

— 

Copper 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

— 

Lead 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

— 

Manganese 

. - - - « 

Absent 

Absent 

— 

Metropolitan  Water  Board 
Chemical  Analysis  of  Treated  Water 
(Thames  derived) 


Number  of  Samples  

371 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  

0-033 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0-079 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  

4-8 

Chlorides  as  Cl.  

33 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  KNn04 

4 hours  at  27°C  

1-08 

Turbidity  Units  ...  

0-2 

Colour  (Burgess)  Scale 

11 

Hardness  (total)  

270 

Hardness  (non-carbonate)  

64 

pH  value  ...  ...  

7-6 

Phosphate  as  PO4  

1-4 

Silicate  as  SiOa  ...  

8 

Sulphate  as  SO4  

60 

Magnesium  as  Mg 

5 

Natural  Fluoride  as  F.  ...  

...  ...  ...  ...  0-25 

Surface  active  material  as  Manoxol  OT 

0-09 

Electrical  Conductivity  (micromhos) 

550 

Results  in  Milligrammes  per  Litre 
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Liverpool  Corporation  Water  Works 
Chemical  Analysis  of  Treated  Water 
Source — Mount  Pleasant 

Date  when  taken 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise — in  15  mins. 

m 4 hrs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  .< 

Ammonia  expressed  as  N. 

Ammonia  from  Organic  Matter,  as  N.  by  distillation  with  Alkaline 
permanganate 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Combined  Chlorine 

^3 1 1 ^llu^^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Physical  Characters  

Carbonate  Hardness  

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Results  in  Parts  per  Million,  except  pH  value 


24.11.64 

119-2 

0-48 

0- 84 
None 

None 

1- 2 
21-8 

6-9 

Clear  and 
Colourless 
5 
63 


Liverpool  Corporation  Water  Works 
Mineral  Analysis  of  Water 

Source  of  Sample:  Main  Tap,  Mount  Pleasant 
Date  taken:  10th  December,  1964 

(a)  Physical  Examination  of  water  and  deposit:  very  pale  yellow,  clear 

(b)  Chemical  Examination 

Reaction,  pH  


Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  COo 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Hardness  as  Ca  CO3 — Carbonate 

Non-Carbonate 

Permanganate  figure  (4  hrs.,  80° F.)  as  O 

Alkalinity,  as  CaCOg 

Total  Solids  

(c)  Mineral  Analysis 

Calcium  as  Ca 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 

Sodium,  as  Na  

Potassium,  as  K 

Carbonate,  as  CO3  

Chloride,  as  Cl  

Sulphate,  as  SOj  

Nitrate,  as  NO3  

Iron,  as  Fe  

Silica,  as  SiOg  

Fluoride,  as  F 


7-5 

parts  per 
million 

4- 0 
0-01 
0-02 

present 

1-6 

22-5 

29-4 

0-88 

22-5 

101-5 

16-1 

2-8 

10-8 

1-4 

13-5 

18-2 

28-6 

7-1 

None 

5- 7 
0-11 
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Rainfall  (Bedford) 


1964 

Month 

Total 

ins. 

Greatest  Rainfall 
in  24  hours 

No.  of  days 
with  01" 
or  more 

No.  of  days 
with  -04" 
or  more 

Inches 

Date 

January 

0-82 

•17 

14th 

10 

7 

February 

0-64 

•21 

29th 

12 

6 

March 

2-41 

•76 

14th 

13 

9 

April  

1-79 

•37 

3rd 

12 

9 

May  

0*74 

•18 

21st 

13 

4 

June 

3-26 

•75 

1st 

15 

10 

July  

0-96 

•20 

10th 

10 

7 

August 

0-69 

•28 

8th 

y 11 

6 

September  

0-83 

•43 

25th 

6 

5 

October 

0-68 

•16 

5th 

13 

5 

November 

0-61 

•15 

30th 

11 

5 

December 

1-29 

•30 

7th 

15 

11 

Total 

14-72 

Average  Rainfall  for  England  and  Wales  during  1964  was  27-8  ins. 


(b)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  new  sewerage  system  at  Turvey  and  the  extension  to  the  sewer  at  Wootton 
came  into  operation  during  the  year  and  work  progressed  in  the  parishes  of  Elstow, 
Wilstead,  Great  Barford,  Cardington,  Milton  Ernest,  Bletsoe  and  Kempston  Rural. 
Preparations  are  also  well  advanced  for  sewerage  schemes  for  seven  other  parishes. 

The  Council’s  extensive  sewerage  schemes  will  give  much  relief  to  those  problems 
created  by  septic  tank  and  cesspool  drainage  where  they  are  located  in  heavy  clay.  These 
problems  are  so  common  that  one  is  forced  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  permitting  any  new 
development  where  a main  sewer  is  not  available. 

A big  impetus  is  also  given  to  modernisation  schemes  for  sub-standard  dwellings 
when  a new  sewer  is  made  available. 


(c)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  sewering  of  the  parishes  of  Turvey,  Bletsoe  and  Milton  Ernest  will  ensure  that 
all  the  villages  on  the  River  Ouse  upstream  from  Bedford  will  have  main  drainage  available. 

The  Council  appointed  a qualified  Chemist  during  the  year  and  systematic  sampling 
and  analysis  of  sewage  works  effluents  is  now  carried  out.  The  problem  of  the  industrial 
waste  discharges  from  the  leather  works  in  the  District  is  also  being  carefully  examined. 

Pollution  of  ditches  and  streams  is  still  prevalent  in  non-sewered  areas  and  is  a 
problem  which  is  frequently  associated  with  that  of  the  cesspools  previously  referred  to. 
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(d)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Whilst  the  number  of  pail  closets  continues  to  decline,  this  type  of  conservancy 
will  remain  with  us  for  a long  time  to  come  in  un-sewered  parishes.  All  those  parishes 
where  the  sewer  is  not  reasonably  imminent  now  have  a weekly  bucket  emptying  service. 


(e)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Many  of  the  parishes  are  now  provided  with  a weekly  refuse  collection  and  it  is 
hoped  to  extend  this  service  to  the  whole  district  in  the  near  future. 

The  central  tip  at  Bromham  has  ensured  a much  greater  control  both  over  the 
methods  of  tipping  and  also  over  the  potential  health  hazards  from  flies  and  rats. 


(f)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area: — 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  6,567 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  126 

Visits  to  other  premises  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  158 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts 1,516 

Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Visits  to  food  premises  189 

Inspections  of  slaughterhouses  3 

Inspections  of  knackers  yards  7 

Inspections  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs 896 

Factory  inspections 16 

Visits  to  caravan  sites  96 

Smoke  abatement  1 1 

Places  of  public  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  35 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957  1 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  3,326 

Offices  and  Shops  I69 


Inspections  of  Houses  Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Defects  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance  

Defective  or  blocked  drains  

Overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools 

Defective  or  insanitary  closet  accommodation  

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  

Number  of  rooms  disinfested  

Dangerous  buildings  

Offensive  accumulations  

Infestations 

Sundry  nuisances  


13 

40 

41 
5 
5 
9 
1 
1 
9 
2 


Inspections  of  Other  Premises  and  Places  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Refuse  Tips 

Ditches  and  streams  ...  ...  . _ _ ^ 

Licensed  premises ” 

Places  of  public  entertainments  (village  halls) 
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Water  samples  57 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . 

Sundry  nuisances 
Swimming  Pools 


Summary  of  Matters  Dealt  with  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Informal  notices  served  : 

Informal  notices  complied  with  

Statutory  notices  served  

Statutory  notices  complied  with  


26 

19 

15 

9 


Disinfection 

Where  it  is  necessary  in  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  patient  are  sealed  off  and  disinfected  with  a dilute  spray  of  formalin  or  by  formalde- 
hyde gas. 


(g)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Observations  of  one  particular  factory  chimney  revealed  excessive  emissions  of 
dark  smoke.  This  matter  has  been  resolved  by  the  installation  of  new  boiler  plant. 
Council  approval  was  given  for  the  installation  of  another  new  boiler  plant. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  3 

Number  of  contraventions 3 

Number  of  inspections  of  boiler-house  plant  11 


(h)  CARAVAN  SITES 

Number  of  licensed  residential  sites  6 

Permitted  number  of  caravans  on  these  sites  425 

Several  of  the  residential  sites  have  been  extended  to  meet  the  continued  demand  for 
caravan  standings.  All  these  extensions  are  catering  exclusively  for  the  modern  self- 
contained  caravans  and  work  is  proceeding  on  most  of  these  sites  to  provide  the  same 
facilities  on  the  existing  parts  of  the  sites. 

Whilst  the  problem  of  gypsy  and  other  travelling  caravans  is  not  too  serious  in  our 
District,  due  to  vigilant  action  by  the  Police  in  keeping  these  vans  clear  of  the  road 
verges,  difficulties  do  exist  where  these  caravans  are  parked  on  agricultural  land.  These 
caravan  dwellers  do  a certain  amount  of  seasonal  agricultural  work  but  unfortunately 
they  very  often  indulge  in  other  activities  particularly  scrap  metal  dealing  and  tend  to 
leave  a great  deal  of  rubbish  on  the  sites  when  they  move  on. 

A greater  measure  of  control  over  these  travelling  caravans  is  desirable  and  this  could 
be  achieved  by  licensing  sites  on  those  farms  where  this  type  of  labour  is  regularly  used 
by  the  farmer. 
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(i)  RATS  AND  MICE— PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Officer  who  is  responsible  for  the  survey  of  the 
area  and  for  treatment  of  domestic  premises  in  which  rats  and  mice  are  found.  The 
treatment  of  domestic  premises  is  carried  out  as  a free  service. 

Agricultural  land  and  premises  are  also  surveyed  to  ensure  that  the  occupiers  are 
fulfilling  their  obligations  under  the  Act. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  end  of  the  year : — 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,805 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  revisits  3,326 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  768 

Dwelling  houses  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  355 

Agricultural  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  318 

All  other  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  364 

All  other  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  621 

Total  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  539 


(j)  SWIMMING  POOLS 

One  swimming  pool  is  in  use  in  the  area.  The  pool  is  privately  owned  but  members 
of  the  public  are  admitted  at  certain  times  of  the  week. 

Routine  bacteriological  tests  of  the  water  have  revealed  that  a satisfactory  standard 
has  been  maintained  in  the  pool. 

A number  of  schools  in  the  district  are  proposing  to  instal  swimming  pools  and  it  will 
be  desirable  for  routine  checks  to  be  made  at  these  pools  when  they  come  into  use. 


(k)  NOISE 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  involving  any  problem  of  noise. 
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7.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed 3 

Number  of  knackers  yards  licensed 1 

All  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  have  continued  in  use  during  the  year,  the  bulk  of 
the  killing  being  carried  out  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  Wyboston. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  requiring  the  Council  to  provide  a compulsory 
meat  inspection  service,  have  been  in  operation  for  the  full  year  and  have  not  presented 
any  serious  problems.  All  meat  is  now  stamped  after  inspection  and  before  it  leaves  the 
slaughterhouse. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  meat  inspection  outside 
normal  working  hours  has  been  greatly  reduced  but  it  has  still  been  necessary  to  work 
every  Sunday  throughout  the  year.  It  is  maintained  by  the  slaughterhouse  operators 
that  Sunday  slaughtering  is  necessary  to  meet  the  demand  for  fresh  meat  on  Monday 
mornings.  The  ample  refrigerated  storage  accommodation  available  for  carcases  would 
seem  to  make  this  argument  fallacious. 

Over  17  tons  of  meat  and  offal  was  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  this 
material  was  disposed  of  in  a processing  plant  which  renders  it  completely  sterile.  The 
resultant  material  is  used  as  an  ingredient  for  animal  feeding  stuff. 

Cysticercosis  was  found  in  21  carcases  of  beef.  These  carcases  were  sent  for  approved 
cold  storage  treatment  to  kill  the  cysts  which  could  develop  into  a tape  worm  if  consumed. 

Number  of  animals  inspected  17,094 

Number  of  visits  made  for  meat  inspections  720 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  38,420  lbs. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

1,375 

666 

225 

6,216 

8,612 

17,094 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

18 

16 

41 

128 

210 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

200 

309 

2 

352 

1,415 

2,278 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

15-1 

490 

80 

6-3 

180 

14-6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 



__ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

- 



47 

47 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  by  tuberculosis 

. 

-- 



0-54 

0-27 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

18 

3 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Generalised  and  total  condemned 

20 


Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958 

The  occupier  of  every  knackers  yard  is  required  to  submit  an  annual  return  showing 
the  total  number  of  horses  slaughtered,  the  place  at  which  they  were  slaughtered,  and 
the  total  number  of  horses  received  during  that  year.  There  is  one  knackers  yard  m 

the  area. 


Knackers  Yard  occupier: — Chettle  & Sons,  Ltd. 

Address  of  Licensed  Knackers  Yard: — Gooseys  Lodge,  Wymington. 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  at  Knackers  Yard  

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  on  Farms  

Number  of  carcases  of  Horses  received 

Total  number  of  Horses  slaughtered  and  carcases  received 


28 

34 

22 

84 


(b)  FOOD 

Food  premises  in  the  area: — 

Grocery  and  Village  General  Stores 
Butchers 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Canteens  . 

Greengrocery  

Sweet  Confectionery 

Wet  and/or  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Bakehouses  ... 

Ice  Cream  Retailers 

Licensed  Premises 

Mobile  Shops  


Number 

76 

12 

23 

6 

7 

1 

5 

100 

112 


Visits 

74 

10 

36 

1 

1 

1 

6 

22 

35 

3 


Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  various  food  premises  and  in  general 
satisfactory  standards  of  food  handling  and  storage  have  been  maintained. 

Catering  in  licensed  premises  is  becoming  more  prevalent  in  the  District  both  for  the 
provision  of  snacks  and  meals.  These  activities  are  mainly  carried  out  in  premises  which 
have  been  modernised  or  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

As  a result  of  Ministerial  direction,  it  was  necessary  during  June  to  make  over  160 
visits  to  various  food  premises  to  examine  stocks  of  corned  beef  as  it  was  suspected  that 
certain  consignments  from  particular  South  American  packing  stations  might  be 
contaminated. 

Another  potentially  dangerous  item  of  food  was  brought  to  our  notice  when  a mem- 
ber of  the  public  found  part  of  a mercury  thermometer  in  a boiled  sweet. 
Immediate  action  was  taken  to  have  the  remainder  of  the  consignment  of  sweets  with- 
drawn from  circulation  and,  with  the  active  co-operation  and  aid  of  the  manufacturers 
and  the  police,  this  task  was  completed  in  a very  short  time. 
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Successful  prosecutions  were  taken  against  the  manufacturers  of  the  sweet  referred 
to  above  and  also  against  the  vendors  of  an  unfit  swiss  roll. 

The  following  food  was  surrendered  to  the  Council  as  it  was  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption : — 

20  lbs.  tinned  ham 
6 lbs.  tinned  fruit 

28  lbs.  various  packets  quick-frozen  food. 

This  foodstuff  was  disposed  of  by  burial  in  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 


(c)  PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  ...  100 

Sausage  and/or  Meat  Product  Manufacturers  11 

Bacteriological  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  have  indicated  that  a satisfactory  standard 
is  being  mantained. 

The  sausage  and  meat  product  manufacturers  are  all  based  in  butcher’s  shops  and 
are  inspected  during  visits  to  those  premises. 

(d)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Routine  control  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  samplings  of  milk,  and  also  the 
supervision  of  milk  processing  plants  is  carried  out  by  the  Coimty  Council  as  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority.  This  Authority  is  also  now  responsible  for  the  issue  of  all  dealers’ 
milk  licences. 
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8.  HOUSING 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year 
conversions  and  adaptations  completed  by  private  enterprise 
conversions  and  adaptations  completed  by  the  Council 
houses  erected  by  the  Council 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


11,800 

289 

1 

61 


The  number  of  sub-standard  dwellings  in  the  district  continues  to  diminish  under 
the  joint  action  of  slum  clearance  work  and  the  improvement  grant  schemes. 

Thirty  dwellings  were  dealt  with  as  the  subject  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  and 
demolition  was  completed  on  18  houses.  Improvements  were  completed  in  87  houses. 

The  Housing  Surveys  show  that  whilst  the  number  of  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation  is  relatively  small,  there  is  a sizeable  number  of  sub-standard  properties 
capable  of  improvement.  The  Housing  Act,  1964,  which  came  into  operation  during  the 
year,  should  enable  the  Council  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  these  improvable  dwellings 
more  effectively  since  it  gives  power  for  compulsory  improvement  of  tenanted  properties 
by  the  creation  of  Improvement  Areas. 

The  Improvement  Grant  schemes  in  their  hitherto  voluntary  form  have  been 
relatively  successful  in  this  District  and  approximately  870  dwellings  have  been  improved 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  schemes,  but  most  of  these  properties  have  been  owner- 
occupied. 

Another  important  provision  of  the  new  Act  is  that  tenants  can  now  require  the 
Council  to  cause  their  properties  to  be  improved.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  many 
tenants  make  use  of  these  provisions. 

Steady  progress  was  made  with  the  Council’s  Housing  programme  with  117  units  of 
accommodation  being  started  and  61  units  completed  during  the  year. 

INSPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1957 


Housing  Survey  Visits 
Number  of  houses  inspected  . . . 
Number  of  visits 


1,313 

148 

203 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES 


Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 

f 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957:— 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice : — 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  


106 


23 


7 


B.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts  

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  23 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  18 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  to  secure 

closure  of  part  of  a building  — 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  7 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1949-1959,  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  inspections  254 

Applications  approved  38 

Number  of  houses  concerned  ...  51 

Applications  refused  ...  1 

Applications  withdrawn  — 

Improvements  completed  47 

Outstanding  18 

New  Units  of  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Standard  Grants 

Applications  approved 
Number  of  houses  concerned 
Applications  refused 
Applications  withdrawn 
Improvements  completed  ... 


84 

86 

5 

40 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Virtually  no  action  was  necessary  under  the  Act  and  only  one  certificate  of  completion 
of  repairs  was  issued. 

Number  of  Applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  — 

Number  of  Certificates  Issued  for  some  of  the  Defects  — 

Number  of  Certificates  Issued  for  all  the  Defects  — 

Number  of  Certificates  Refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  landlords  to  do  Repairs  — 

Number  of  Certificates  on  Completion  of  Repairs  1 
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9.  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  came  into  operation  during  the 
year.  This  Act  seeks  to  secure  improved  welfare  amenities  and  working  conditions  for  a 
large  number  of  workers  who  hitherto  have  had  no  legal  standards  to  determine  their 
environment. 

All  employers  are  obliged  to  register  with  the  Council  and  most  of  the  work  done  this 
year  has  been  in  the  nature  of  preliminary  visits  to  premises  to  secure  applications  for 
registration. 


Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises  Registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number  of 
Registered  Premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
Registered  Premises 
receiving  a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

32 

32 

1 

Retail  Shops 

57 

57 

5 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  . . . 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

3 

3 

the  public,  canteens 

13 

13 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

3 

3 

Number  of  preliminary  visits  to  premises  ...  ...  162 

Number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  ...  ...  7 


Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
persons  employed 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

271 

Retail  shops  

143 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

56 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

78 

Canteens  

44 

Fuel  storage  depots  

7 

Total  

599 

Total  Males 

272 

Total  Females 

327 

No  exemption  for  covering  working  space,  room  temperatures,  sanitary  conveniences 
or  washing  facilities  were  granted. 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted  Nil 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1)  or 
(5)  of  the  Act  2 
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10.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 


Disease 

Notifications  by  Age  Groups 

Deaths 

0-5 

5-15 

Over 

15 

Total 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Measles 

115 

129 

7 

251 

— 



Whooping  Cough  ... 

25 

26 

3 

54 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

3 

1 

8 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis  ... 

— 

11 

4 

15 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

3 

4 • 

8 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Posioning 

1 

1 

These  columns  depend  for  their  accuracy  on  notifications  received  from  general 
practitioners.  Some  of  the  diseases  have  now  become  so  unimportant  that  there  is  no- 
where near  full  notification,  so  that  the  figures  given  can  only  be  taken  as  an  indication 
of  the  trend. 

Reporting  of  serious  diseases  is  still  complete  and  in  this  connection  it  will  be  noticed 
that  there  have  been  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 


11.  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  

1 

— 

— 

— 

" -■ 

— 

■ ' ' 

3—13 

15-35  

1 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-65  

2+2* 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

4-^2* 

4 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year 


Males  Females 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  76  45 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 17 

The  Council  continued  to  make  strong  representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
the  unsatisfactory  position  whereby  immigrants  are  admitted  without  adequate  medical 
examination.  The  Ministry  has  since  introduced  some  measures  which  will  take  effect  in 
1965. 
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Death  Rates  Per  100,000  of  the  Population 
(Respiratory  Tuberculosis) 

This  District  ...  5*5 

Bedfordshire  ...  ...  ...  2*3 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  4-7 


Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  1915-1964 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1915-19^ 

18-4 

4-6 

140 

6-2 

1920-24 

•••  •••  ••• 

19-8 

5-8 

11-8 

2-2 

1925-29 

•••  •••  ••• 

26-6 

8-4 

9-6 

3-8 

1930-34 

•••  •••  ••• 

16-8 

3-8 

11-8 

2*4 

1935-39 

> Average 

13-6 

3-4 

9-6 

1-8 

1940-44 

•••  •••  ••• 

11-2 

5-8 

60 

2*8 

1945-49 

•••  •••  ••• 

23-4 

6'6 

4-4 

20 

1950-54 

•••  •••  ••• 

25-8 

90 

3-8 

0-6 

1955-59 

•••  •••  ••• 

15-6 

50 

0-4 

0-4 

1960  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

11 

5 

— 

1 

1961  ... 

•••  ••• 

16 

2 

1 

1962  ... 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1963  ... 

5 

3 

3 

1964  ... 

... 

8 

3 

2 

— 
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12.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Vaccination  against  anterior  poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria,  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  has  been  carried  out  at  child  welfare  clinics  and 
in  the  schools. 

Immunisation  against  tuberculosis  by  B.C.G.  is  offered  to  school  leavers  and  is  given 
in  the  schools. 


13.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  gives  the  Local  Authority  power  to 
compulsorily  remove  to  hospital  or  other  suitable  premises,  persons  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  and/or,  who  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  or  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  being  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  or  are  not  receiving  from 
others,  proper  care  and  attention. 

This  Section  was  used  once  during  the  year  to  remove  a vagrant  living  in  a hut; 
he  had  contracted  pneumonia  and  yet  was  unwilling  to  go  to  hospital. 


14.  CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  85 

The  bulk  of  the  cases  which  might  call  for  treatment  is  in  school  children  with 
lousy  heads  who  are  always  treated  informally  by  the  school  nurse. 

There  is  an  arrangement  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford  to  treat  general  infestations  at 
Barker’s  Lane,  Bedford,  at  a cost  of  30s.  per  treatment  for  adults  and  17s.  6d.  per  treatment 
for  children. 

Modern  treatment  of  scabies  no  longer  necessitates  cleansing  under  this  Section. 


15.  FACTORIES 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

(a)  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : — 
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Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

77 

9 

2 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Totals 

84 

16 

2 

— 

(b)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  tliree  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 



_____ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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(c)  OUTWORK 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  * 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

10 

- . 

___ 

- 

- ■ - 

_ 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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